Dear Friend of HCZ,

This is the time of the year when many bright young men and women move on to the next level of their academic career. For many students in Harlem, this graduation season has been a time of unprecedented good news.

As you may know already, First Lady Michelle Obama had some incredibly kind words about me and the Harlem Children’s Zone when she spoke yesterday at a commencement at the University of California, Merced, about the importance of community service.

The First Lady said:

“[O]ne of my heroes, Geoffrey Canada, grew up in the South Bronx. After graduating from Bowdoin and getting his masters at Harvard, he returned to New York City and used his education to ensure that the next generation would have a chance at the same opportunity.  

“Geoffrey's Harlem Children's Zone is a nationally recognized program that covers 100 blocks and reaches nearly 10,000 children with a variety of social services to ensure that all kids are prepared to get a good education.  

“…The President has asked Congress to provide $50 million in seed capital to fund great ideas like the ones I just described. The Office [of Social Innovation] is going to identify the most promising, results-oriented non-profit programs and expand their reach throughout the country.”

On the same day on this side of the country, I was given an honorary degree by Colgate University. At its commencement, I urged students to consider a life dedicated to helping those less-fortunate, and their enthusiastic response was a promising sign for the future of our country.

Meanwhile, here in Harlem, HCZ’s newest group of high-school seniors has been getting great news about their chances for a college education. So far, we have 167 seniors who have been accepted by at least one college and those students have gotten offers of over $4.3 million in scholarship money.

All of this good news is confirmation that given the opportunity, the kids in Harlem can and will succeed. That opportunity is a result of their hard work and the generous support of people like you. Thank you for helping us to make these success stories happen.

Sincerely,

Geoff

Harlem Children's Zone

35 East 125th Street | New York, NY 10035

Phone: 212-360-3255 | Fax: 212-289-0661 | Email: info@hcz.org
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

____________________________________________________________________

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                             May 5, 2009

President Obama to Request $50 Million to Identify and Expand Effective, Innovative Non-Profits

White House Office of Social Innovation and Civic Participation to Coordinate Efforts

WASHINGTON – President Barack Obama, in his FY2010 budget, will ask Congress to provide $50 million in seed capital for the Social Innovation Fund to identify the most promising, results-oriented non-profit programs and expand their reach throughout the country. 

Many solutions to our nation’s most challenging social problems are being generated outside of Washington; the Social Innovation Fund will identify what is working in communities across the country, provide growth capital for these programs, and improve the use of data and evaluation to raise the bar on what programs the government funds. 

"The idea is simple: to find the most effective programs out there and then provide the capital needed to replicate their success in communities around the country that are facing similar challenges," First Lady Michelle Obama will say Tuesday at the Time 100 Most Influential People Awards in New York City, according to her prepared remarks. "By focusing on high-impact, result-oriented non-profits, we will ensure that government dollars are spent in a way that is effective, accountable and worthy of the public trust."

Melody Barnes, Assistant to the President and Director of the Domestic Policy Council, also highlighted the Fund Tuesday in a keynote speech to the Council on Foundations.  "The Social Innovation Fund reflects the President’s new governing philosophy: finding and investing in what works; and partnering with and supporting others who are leading change in their communities," Barnes said.  "We are also working with Federal agencies across the government to identify new solutions to problems that have resisted traditional approaches."

The Social Innovation Fund was authorized in the recent Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act.  The Fund will focus on priority policy areas, including education, health care, and economic opportunity.  It will partner with foundations, philanthropists, and corporations which will commit matching resources, funding, and technical assistance. 

The White House Office of Social Innovation and Civic Participation will coordinate efforts to enlist all Americans –individuals, non-profits, social entrepreneurs, corporations and foundations – as partners in solving our great challenges.  Located within the Domestic Policy Council, it will:

•
Catalyze partnerships between the government and nonprofits, businesses and philanthropists in order to make progress on the President’s policy agenda 

•
Identify and support the rigorous evaluation and scaling of innovative, promising ideas that are transforming communities like, for example, Harlem Children’s Zone, YouthVillages, Nurse-Family Partnership, and Citizen Schools. 

•
Support greater civic participation through new media tools 

•
Promote national service. 

